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WHO WE ARE

• Experienced farmland partner for farmers

• Impact investors with the goal of keeping 
farmland in the hands of farmers

• More than $30M invested or committed to 
land-based agriculture projects

• 33 farmland investments since 2014 
representing 5,400+ acres of land

Martín Lemos 
Director of Impact & 
Agriculture

Amanda Zakharov
Director of Investment



WHAT WE DO

Guide complex 
land 

acquisitions

Farmland 
transitions

Conservation 
easements

Fair, long-
term leases

Defined 
pathways to 
ownership

Farmer 
support

Multiple 
sources of 

value



FARMER PROCESS

What does DCP look for? 

• >2 years of history (or 
prior farm management 
experience)

• >$200K in revenue

• Project size >$1M

• Organic practices

• Aligns with our impact 
goals

• Located in the US

When should I call?

• Anytime! 

• Most productive when 
actively seeking a 
property or in early 
negotiations

• Don’t wait until a 
property is under 
contract 

• Fill out our farmer 
inquiry form

How long does it take? 

• We move at the speed 
of real estate

• 45-to-60-day diligence 
period, for farm 
business and real estate 
analysis

• We can assess a farm 
business prior to an 
active deal to be ready 
to fast-track

https://www.dirtpartners.com/farmer-inquiries
https://www.dirtpartners.com/farmer-inquiries


OUR IMPACT-FIRST APPROACH

Regenerative agriculture depends
on connecting land and farmers

We help build those connections

We invest in farmers by providing them 
with the means to own farmland so they 
can build more resilient farm businesses
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Ecological 
Stewardship

Investments set a positive 

trajectory for land and support 

its conservation and health 

via regenerative agriculture.

Farmer Equity

Investments strengthen the 

financial situation of farmers 

and their capacity to make 

uncompromising decisions in 

service to the land.

Community 
Benefits

Investments contribute to the 

vibrancy of local communities 

and make equitable the benefits 

of local food economies.

Field-Building

Dirt Capital strengthens the entire farm ecosystem through innovative financing and deep partnerships –

we help catalyze further investment in the agricultural models that prioritize our collective well-being.

IMPACT FRAMEWORK



• Conservation easements

• Funding can include the purchase 
or construction of infrastructure 
and farmer housing

• Technical assistance

• No lender fees

• Flexible partner who gets it 

VALUE WE ADD



This is only one example of a basic structure. We will work with you to craft the solution best for you – 
whether it’s a lease purchase, joint venture, or mortgage financing. 

BASIC STRUCTURE

Year 0: DCP purchases 
land

• 10-year lease with 
purchase options signed

• Operational control 
retained by farmer with 
very few requirements 
from DCP

• Payments start lower if 
ramp-up period is 
needed

• Flexible payment timing

Year 3: Conservation 
easement sold

• Farmer decides what 
restrictions they are 
comfortable with

• DCP coordinates 
negotiation and funding 
process

• Funds go to DCP and 
reduce the amount of the 
purchase option

Year 5 (or 10): Farmer 
purchases land from DCP

• Farmer has established 
history of payments and 
better cash flow position

• DCP helps prepare 
application for 
FSA/conventional  
financing

• Purchase option is below 
market value due to fixed 
increases, allowing for a 
higher LTV mortgage



CASE STUDY



CASE STUDY



CASE STUDY



Thank  You!

Amanda Zakharov
amanda@dirtpartners.com

Martín Lemos
martin@dirtpartners.com

www.dirtpartners.com

mailto:amanda@dirtpartners.com
mailto:martin@dirtpartners.com
http://www.dirtpartners.com/
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